REASON 5s 
Againſt the Repealing the 
ACTSof PARLIAMEN T 


Concerning the 


— ES 0 


Humbly offered to the Confideration of the 
eMembers of both Houſes , at. their 
next Meeting 


On the 28* of April x 687. 


Printed in the Year 1687. 


ie (3) 
REASONS againſtthe Repealing the 4s 
of Parthament concerning the T EST. 


Humbly offered to the conſideration of 
the eZembers of both Houſes , at their next 
Meeting on the 28" of April 1687. 


& F the juſt apprehenſions of the Danger of Popery gave the Birth 
to the two Laws for the two Teſts , the one with relation to all 

aw publich Emplotments in 73.and the other with relation to the Con- 
I Sitution of our Parliaments for the future in 78. the preſent time 

and conjuntture does not ſeem ſo proper for repealing them z 

unleſs it can be imagined, that the danger of Popery is now ſo 

much leſs than it was formerly , that we need be no more on our guard againſt 
it. We had a Ximp, when theſe Laws were enacted, whoas he declared himſelf 
to be of the Church of England, by receiving the Sacrament four times a yeariin it , ſo 
in all his Speeches to his Parliaments, and in all his Declarations to his Subjefs , he 

repeated the aſſurances of his firmneſs to the Proreſtane Re/igion ſo ſolemnly and 

frequently , that if the ſaying a thing often gives juſt reaſon to believe it , we had 

as much reaſon as ever People had to depend upon him : and yet for all that, it 
was thought neceſlary to fortify thoſe aſſurances with Laws : and it is not caſy 

to 1 in, why we should throw away thoſe , when we havea Prince that is 
ava of another Religion himſelf, but that has expreſſed ſo much ſteadineſs in 
it, and ſo much xeal for it , that one would think we should rather now ſeek a - 
further ſecurity , than throw away that which we already have. 

II. Our King has given ſuch Teſtimonies ofhis Zeal for his Religion, that we 
ſee among all his other Royal Qualities, there is none for which he deſires and 
deſerves to be ſo much admired. Since even the paſſion of Glory, of making 
himſelf the terrour of all Ewrope, and the Arbiter of Chriftendom , (which as it is 
natural to all Princes , ſo muſt it be moſt particularly ſo to one of his Martial 
and Noble Temper) yields to his Zeal for his Church ; and that he , in whom we 
might have hoped to ſee our Edward the third, or our Henry the 5th revived, choo- 
ſes rather to merit the heightning his degree of G/ory in another World, than to 
acquire all the Lawrels and Conqueſts that this low and vile World can give 
him: and that, inſtead of making himſelfa terrour to all his Neighbours, he is 
contented with the humble Glory of being a terrour to his own People ; ſo that in- 
ſtead of the great Figure, which this Reign might make in the World, all the news 
of England is now only concerning the praQtiſes « ſome fearful GC" 
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Theſe things$hew, that His Majeſty is 10 poſſeſſed with his Rel:g10n, that this 

cannot ſifter us tothink, that there 1s at preſent nodanger from Popery. 
ITI. It does not appear, by what we ſee, either abroad orat » that Po- 
has ſochanged its nature, that we have leſs reaſon to be afraid of it at pre- 
ent, than we had in former times. Ir might be wp ill nature togo fo far 
back , as to the Councils of the Lateran, that decreed the exti of Heretichs , 
with ſevere SanfQtions on thoſe Prmces that failed in their Duty, of being the 
Hangmen of the Inquifitors ; Or to the Council of Conſtance, that decreed, that Princes 
afbre not bound to keep their faith to Hereticks ; th0 it muſt be acknowledged, that 
we haveextraordinary Memorzes if we can forget ſuch things, and moreextraor- 
dinary Underſtandings if we do not make ſome inferences trom them. I will not 
ſtand upon ſuch inconſiderable Trifles as the Gunpowder Plot, or the Maſſacre of 
Treland ; but I will take the liberty to refleQ a little on what that Church has done 
fince thoſe Laws were made, to give us kinder and ſofter thoughts of them, and 
to make us the leſs apprehenfive of thern. V Ve ſee before our eyes what they have 
done, andare ſtill doing in France; and what feeble things Edifts , Coronation 
Oaths, Laws and Promiſes , repeated over and over again, prove to be, where 
that Re/ig5on-prevails; and Leys le Grand makes not ſo contemptible a Figure in 
that Church, or in our Court , as to make us think, that bs example may not be pro- 
poſed as a Pattern, as well as his azd may be offered for an encouragement, to 
at the ſame things in England, that he is now doing with ſo much applauſe in 
France: andit may be perhaps the rather deſired from hence to put him a little 
in countenance , when ſo great a Kmg as ours is willing to forget. himſelf fo far 
as tO _ after him, and to depend upon him : ſo that as the Dotirme and Prin- 
eples of that Church mult be ſtill the ſame in all Ages and Places, fince its chief 
pretenſion is, that it is #:fa//sble, it isno unreaſonable thing for us to be aftaid 
of thoſe, who will be eaſily induced to burn us a little here , when they are told, 
that ſuch fervent zeal! will ſave them a more laſting burnmg hereafter , and will 
perhaps quit all ſcores ſo entirely,that they may hope ſcarce to endure a Singmg mn 

Purgatory for all their other Sins. 

. If the ſevereſt Order of the Church of Reme , that has breathed out nothing 
but Freand Blood ſince its: firſt formation , and that is even decryed at Rome it 
ſelf for its Violence, is in ſuch credit here ; I do not ſee any enducement from 
thence to perſuade us to look on the Councils that are direfted by that Society, as 
ſuch harmleſs and inoffenſive things, that we need be no more on our guard 
againſt them. I know not why we may not apprehend as much from Father 
Petre, as the French have felt from Pere de la Chaiſe , ſince all the difference that is 
obſerved to be between them, #, that the Eng/z{h Feſuite has much more Fire 
and Paſfon, and much leſs Conduf# and Fudgment than the French has. And when 
Rome has expreſſed ſo great a Jealouſy of the Intereſ? that that Order had in our 
Councils, that F. Morgan, who was thought to influence our Ambaſſadour, was or- 
dered to leave Reme, Ido not ſee why England should look ſo tamely on them. 
No reaſon can be given why Card. Howard should be shut out of all their Councils, 
unleſs it be , that the NebJeneſs of his Birth , and the Gent/eneſs of his Temper, 
arc 
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are too hard even for his Religion and bis up ; to be maſtered by them. And it 
isa ContradiCtion, that nothing but a Belief capable of receiving Try: 
tion can reconcile, to ſee Men pretend to obſerve. Law, and yet to find at the 
ſame time an Anbaſſadour from England at Reme, when there are ſo many Lams 
in our Book of Statutes, never yet repealed, that have declared over and over again 
all-Commerce with the Court and See of Rome to be high Treaſon. | 
V. Thelate famous Fud of our Fadges, who knowing no other way to 

make their Names immortal , have found an effeCtual one to preſerve them from 
being ever forgot, ſecms to call for another Method of Proceeding. The Pre- 
fidine they have ſet mult be fatal either to them or w. For if 12 Men, that get into 
Scarlet and Farr, have an Authority to diffolve all our Laws , the Engliſh Govern- 
ment is tO be hereafter lookt at with as much ſcorn, as it has hitherto drawn ad- 
miration, That doubtful V Vords of Laws , made ſo long ago, that the inten- 
tion of the Lawgivers 1s not certainly known , muſt be expounded by the Fud- 
ger, isnotto be queſtioned : but to infer from thence, that the plain V Vords of 
Law, ſolately made , and that was ſo vigorouſly aſlerted by the preſent Par- 
Fiament , may be made void by a Deciſion of theirs, after fo much PraCQtice upon 
them, is juſtas reaſonable a way of arguing, as theirs is, who becauſe the 
Church of England acknowledges, that the Church has a Power in Matters of Rates 
#nd Ceremonzes , will from thence conelude, that this Power muſt go fo far, that 
tho Chriſt has ſaid ofthe Cup, drank ye all o/ it , we mult obey the Church when she 
decrees, that we $hall notdrink of it. Owr Fudges, for the greater part, were 
Men that had paſt their Lives in ſo much Retrrement, that from thence one might 
have hoped, that they had ſtudied our Law well, fince the Bar had called them 
ſo ſeldom from their Studzes : and if Prathice is thought often hurtful to ſpecula- 
tion , as that which diſorders and hurriesthe Judgment, they who had pradiſe# 
ſolittlein our Law, had no byaſs on. their Underſtandings : and- if the habit of 
taking Money as a Lawyer is a dangerous preparation for one that is to be an incor- 
rupt Fudge , they should have been mcorruptible, ſince it is not thought, that the 
greater part of them got ever ſo much Money by their Profeſſion, as pay'd for their 
Furrs. In short, we now ſee how-they have merited their Preferment , and they 
may yet expeCt a further Exa/taziom, when the Juſtice and the Laws of England 
come to be in hands , that will be as careful to preſerve them , as they have been. 
todeſtroy them- But what an Infamy will it lay upon the Name of an Engliſh 
Parliament, if inſtead of calling thoſe Betrayers of therr Cormtrey to an account, 
they should go by an after-gaine to confirm what theſe Fellows have done. 

VI. The late Conferences with ſo many Members of both Houſes , will give ſuch 
an ill-natured piece of Jealouſy againſtthem , that ofall Perſons living, that are 
the moſt concern'd to take care how they give their Votes , the V Vorld will be- 
lieve, that Threatnings and Promiſes had as large a Share in thoſe ſecret Converſa- 
tions , as Reaſoning or Perſuaſion : and it muſt be a more than ordinary degree 
of Zeal and Courage in them, that muſt take off the Blot, of being ſent for , and 
ſpoke to, on ſuch a ſubjeQt and in ſuch a manner. The-worthy Behaviour of the 


Members in the laſt Scion, had made the Natzon unwilling to remember the Er- 
FOrs: 
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rors committed in rhe firft Elefion : and it isto be hoped, that they will nor 
give any cauſe for the furure ro call thatro mind. For if a Parliament, that 
had ſo many Flaws in its firſt Conception , goes ro repeal Laws, that weare 
ſure were made by Legal Parliaments , it will put the Nation on an Enqui- 
ry thar nothing bur neceſſity will drive them ro. For a Nations may be laid 
aſleep , and be alircle cheared ; bur'when it is awakned , and ſees its dan- 
ger, it will not look on and ſce a Rape made on its Religion aud Liberties, 
without examining , from whence have theſe Men this Authority? they will 
hardly find thar iris of Men; and they will not believe that itis of God. Bur 
it is to be hoped,thar there will be no occaſion giyen for this angry queſtion 
which is much eaficr made than anſwered, 

V IL, Ifall that were now askedin fayour of Popery , were only ſome 
Genrleneſsrowards the Papiſts; there were ſome reaſon to entertain the 
Debate, when the Demand were a little more modeſt : If Men were tobe 
attainred of Treaſon, for being reconciled to the Church of Rome, or for re- 
conciling others toit; if Prieſts were demanded to be hanged, for taking Or- 
ders in the Church of Rome ; and ifrhe two thirds of the Papiſts Eftates were 
offered to be levied, ir werea yery natural thing ro ſee them uneaſy and 
reſtleſs : bur now the matter is mere barefaced ; they are not conrentcd to 
live at eaſe, and enjoy their Efates ; but they muſt carryall before them : 
| and F. Perre cannor be at quiet, nnleſshe «makes as great a Figure in our 

Conrt, 25 Pere de la Chaiſe does ar Verſailles. 

A Ceſſation of all Seyerities againſt them, isthar to which the Nation 
would more eafily ſubmir ; bur ir is their Behaviour that muſt create them 
the continuance ofthe like Compaſſion in another Reign. If a reſtleſs and a 
perſecurting Spirit were not inherentin that Order, that has now the Aſcen- 
dant , they would haye behayed themſelves ſo decently under their preſent 
Adyantages, as to have made our Divines , that haye charged them ſo hea- 
vily, looka lictle out of countenance : and this would have wrought more 
on the good Nature ofthe Nation, and the Princely Nobleneſs of the Succeſ- 
ſors whom we haye in view, than thoſe Arrsof Craft and Violence , to which 
we ſee their Tempers carry them eyen ſo early, before it is yet time to show 
themſelyes. The Temper of the Engliſh Nation , the Heroical Vertues of 
thoſe whom we have in our Eyes, but above all,our moſt boly Religion, which 
inſtead of Reyenge and Cruelty, inſpires us with Charity and Mercy, eyen 
for Enemies , are all ſuch things, as may take from the Gentlemen of 
that Religion all ſad apprehenſions, unleſs they raiſe a Storm againſt them- 
ſelves, and provoke the 1»ſtice of the Nation to ſuch a degree, that the Suc- 
ceſſors may find it neceſſary to be ju# , even when their own Inclinations 
would rather carry them toſhew Mercy. In short, they need fear norhing bur 
what they create to themſelves : ſo thar all this ſtir that they keep for their 
own Safety , looks too like the ſecuring to themſclyes Pardons for the Crimes 
thar they intend to commit, VIII, 


= 
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V.1II. Iknow it is objected as Ls ſmall prejudice againſt theſe I aws , 
that the yery — of them diſcoyered a particular Malignity againft His 
Majeſty. , and therefore it is ;/l Manners roſpeak for them. The frft had per- 
haps an Eye at his being then Admiral: and the laſs was poſhiblylevelled ar 
him : th6 when that was diſcoyered, he was excepred out of it by aſpecial 
Proviſo. And as for that which paſt in 73 , I hope iris nor forgor, that it was 
enacted by that Loyal Parliament , that had ſetled borh the Prerogative of 
the Crown and the Rites of the Church , and that had given the Xing more 
Money than all the Parliaments of Englandhad eyer done in all former Times. 
A Parliament that had indeed ſome Diſputes with the King , but upon the 
firſt ſtep thar he made with relation ro Religion or Safety , they shewed how 
ready they were to forget all that was paſt : as appeared by their Behaviour 
afrer the Triple Alliance. And in 7 3, th6 they had great cauſe given theni to 
diſlike the Dutch War., cipecially rhe ſtrange beginning of it upon the Smir- 
naFleet: andthe fopping the Exchequer , the Declaration for Toleration , 
and the Writs for the Members of the Houſe, were Matters of hard Digeſ- 
tion; yet no ſooner did the King give them this new Aſſurance for their Re- 
ligionthen , tho they had very great Reaſons given them to be jealous of 
the war, yet ſince the King was engaged , they gave him 1200000 Pounds 
for carrying it on ; and they thoughr they had noill Penniworths for their 
Money » When they carried home with them to their Conntreys this new Serue 
rity for their Religion , which we aredefired now ro throw up , and which 
the Reyerend Tudges haye already thrown out, as:a Law ont of date. IF 
thisha4 carried in it any new piece of Severity , their Complaints might be 
\ juſt, bur they are extream tender, if they are ſo uneaſy under a Law thar 

onlygives them Leiſure and Opportunities to live at home. And the laſt 

Teſt, which was intended on! 5 sturting them.ont from a hare in the Le- 
$iſative Body appears.to beſo juſt, that one is rather amaſed to find thar * 
itwas folong d doing , than that it was done atlalt ; and finceir is done, it is a 
great preſumption on our Vnderſtandings to think, that we 5hould be.wil- 
ling to part withir. If it was not ſoonerdone , ir was becauſe there was not, 
ſuch cauſe given for Jealouſy ro work upon : but what haswppeared fince | 
that time , and what has been printed in his late Majeſties name , ſhews the 
World now, that the Ie#louſies which occafioned thoſe Laws, were 
not ſo ill gronnded, as ſome well meaning Men perhaps then belieyed them 
ro _ Burt there are ſome times in which all Mens Eyes come to be o+ 

ned. 

IX. Iam told, ſome think it is very indecent to havea Teſt for our Parliaments, 
in which the King's Religion is accuſed of Idolatry; but if this reaſon is good in this 
particular, it will be full as good againſt ſeveral of the Articles of our Church , 
and many of the Hom/zes. If the Church and Religion of this Natzon is ſo formed by 


Law, 
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Law, that the King's Rel iezee is declared over aud over again to be Idolatrous , 
what help is there for it? It isno other, than it was when His Majeſty was 
Crowned , and Swore to maintain our Laws. 

I hope none will be wanting in all poflible reſpet to his ſacred Perſon; and 
as we Ought to bg infinitly ſorry to find him engaged in a Religion , which we muſt; 
believe Iifitrois , ſo we are far from the ill manners of refleting on his Perſon; 
or calling himan Ido/atey : for as every Man that reports a Lye, is not for that to 
be called a Lyar ; ſo tho the ordering the Iatention, and the prejudice of a mif- 
perſuaſion arevuch abarements , that we will not rashly take on us to call every 
Man of the Church of Rome an Idolater ; yet on the other hand , we can never lay 
down ourCharge againſt the Church sf Rome as guilty of Ido{atry,unlels at the ſame 
time we part with qur R?/igion. 

X. Others give us a {trange ſort of Argument, to perſwade us to part with the 
Teſt; they fay , the Kang muſt mploy hu Popich Subjefts , for be can truſt no other , and _ 
he is ſoa bred of ther Fidelity to h,m, that we need apprehend no Danger from them. This 
152n odd Method to work on us, tolet in a fort of People to the Parliament and © 
Government, ſincethe King cannot trult us ,; but will depend on them : fo that as 
foon as this Law is repealed, they muſt have all the Imployments, and have the _ 
whole power of the Nation lodged in their hands z this ſeems a little too groſs ts 
impoſe, even on iri{hmen. The Kimmy ſaw for many Years vogner » With how 
much Zeal both the Clergy, and many of the Gentry appeared for his Intereſts; 


and if there is now a Me choly Damp on their «es , the King candifſipate - | 
of E ; 


it when he will ;and as he Churc and is a Body that will never rebel againlt - 
him. , ſo any Sullenneſs, under which the late Adminiſtration of Affairs hag © 
brought them , would ſoon vyanish , if the King would be pleas'd to remembers | 
little what he has ſo often propnſed, not only in P«blick but in Private ; and would * 
be contented with the Excerciſe of his own Re/igion , without imbroiling his 
whole Afﬀairs , becauſe F. Petre will have it ſo : and it tempts lIishmen to - 
more than oeupary Caron ofRope» againſt a ſort of Mmm, who it ſeems, ca * 
infuſe in a Pravce, born with the hi ſenſe of Honour poffible:, Proj to, 
which without doing ſome Violence to his own Royal Nature, he'could not{d._ | 
much as hearken to, if his Re/ig5ondid not ſo fatally mufle him up in a blind Obes 
dience, But if we are ſo unhappy, that Prieſts can tb diſguiſe Matters , as to mis« 
lead a Prince , who without their itt Influences would be ' the moſt Glorsous Mer | 
narch of all Europe , and would ſoon reduce the Grand Lous toa much humbler.-. 
fenre;yetit is notto be ſo much as imagined,that ever their. Arts can be ſo unhap- ' 
— +» = py , as to impoſe on an Engliſh Parliament, compoled of Proteſtant. 
M ers. Þ 
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